54                                 LECTUEE II.
But let us look now more carefully at our authorities in Zend. The passage in question occurs in the Ormazd Yasht, and the Yashts, as we saw, were some of the latest productions of Avestic literature, in some cases as late as the fourth century B. 0. The Elohistic writer, therefore, who is supposed to be not later than 750 B. c., could not have borrowed from that Yasht. The interpolator, however, might have done so. Besides we must remember that this Ormazd Yasht is simply an enumeration of the names of Ahura. The twenty names of Ahura are given, in order to show their efficacy as a defence against all dangers. It' cannot be doubted, therefore, that these names were recognised as sacred names, and that they had existed long before the time of their compilation. I shall subjoin the translation of the introductory paragraphs from the S. B. E.y vol. xxiii. p. 23 :
Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda: c0 Ahura Mazda, most beneficent Spirit, Maker of the material world, thou Holy One, what Holy Word is the strongest? What is the most victorious? What is the most glorious ? What is the most effective ? What is the most fiend-smiting? What is the best-healing? What destroyeth best the malice of Daevas and men ? What maketh the material world best come to the fulfilment of its wishes? What freeth the material world best from the anxieties of the heart ?' Ahura Mazda answered: c Our name, 0 Spitama Zarathushtra, who' are the Ameshaspentas, that is the strongest part of the Holy Word, that is the most victorious, that is the most glorious, that is the most effective,' &c.
Then Zarathushtra said: * Reveal unto me that name